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Executive Summary

The objective of this online survey was to gain insight into the
extent to which Christians read, know, and believe the Bible. We
receival 4151 responses, mostly from English and Afrikaans
speakers,and mostly from Gauteng and the Western Cape,

representing a boad crosssection of churches.

In general, the responses show a high level of commitment to
read the Bible as the Word of God ameklby its teachingdMany
read the Bible daily, and many have read a high proportion of the
Bible. There is ahigh level of agreement with statementof
biblical belief and morality, and their commitment to search the
Word of God to find the wisdom of Gdar daily life.For example:

T

Eightythree per cent attend church weekly and 60 per
cent regularly attend a Bible study group.

Sixtyseven per cent read the Bible daily, and 67 per cent
read one or more chapters at a sitting.

Seventyfive per cent have rah all or most of the Old
Testament, and 88 per cent all or most of the New
Testament.

Christians learn most about the Bible by reading the Bible
itself.

Ninety-eight per cent believe that the entire Bible is the
Word of God, 99 per cent that Jesus died fitre
forgiveness of sins, and 96 per cent that faith in Jesus
Christ is the only way to go to heaven.
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Executive Summary

1 Ninety-eight per cent believe that the Bible is relevant for
today, and addresses the problems modern people face.

Thereare also some trends in the dathat should concern us as
church leaders and motivate us to act. These include the
following:

1 The younger a believer is, the less likely he or she is to read
the Bible every dayHgurel3, page31l).

f Only 21 per cent ofii KS NI & LidifidR 3eddi theQ
Bible together every day, and the 2029 age bracket the
figure drops to8 per cent Figurel4, page3l).

1 A statistically significant minority of respondents believe
that there are errors in the Biblé-{gure27, page50).

1 Believers are less likely to search the Scriptures for
guidance regarding matters of xagality than they are
regarding other issues in their daily livédsgure38, page
72).

1 In many church groupings, there is a statistically significant
minority who disagree that the Bible prohibits (a)
cohabitation Figure 33, page 63) and (b) homosexual
practices Figure36, page68).

The South African Theological Seminary works mainly online
amongst existing or aspiring evangelical leaden® wupport our

Y 2 G ( 2 S-based, Claristéntred, Spirf SRQ® ! & | NX
survey has attracted a high proportion of respondents who are
deeply committed to their faith and their church, engage actively
with the Word of God, and have a strongly egafical worldview.
Therefore, oursurvey results reflect a level of biblical knowledge
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Executive Summary

and engagement that is likely much higher than the norm in the
South African church.

There remains a need for the church in South Africa to understand
the extentto which Christians read, know, and believe the Bible
This survey made a start, but only reached a portion of the church
in South AfricaWe would like to see similar studies conducted
amongst all churches and all people in South Afrit&e would
gladly work with Christians who share this desard would make
the instrument we developed availabie them.



Introduction

Objective of the survey

The objective of the survey was to gaisight into the extent to
which Christiansread, know, and believe the Bibl&/e noted with
concern reports about decreasing levels of Scripture engagement,
Bible knowledge, and biblical convictions amongst evangelical
believers in other parts of the wat] and we wanted to know if
similar patterns are measurable in the South African church.

As a seminary, we hold classical evangelical convictions. We
believe the Bible to be the inspired, inerrant Word of God, the
infallible and authoritative guide for fda and life. We believe in
Jesus Christ as the full and fifevealer of God to humanity, and
the one and only Reconciler of Gadd humanity We believe that

the Scriptures and the gospel are the critical foundations of the
Christian faith and that anydeparture from faith in the plain
teachings of the Word of Godnd the clear implications of the
gospel of Jesus Chrisas devastating lonterm implications for

the life and witness of the church.

Methodology of the study

Due to various practical limitetns, we opted to conduct aonline
survey Considerations of the speed of delivery, the cost of
administration, and the human resourgeequired to collect and
analyse the data meant than online survey was the only viable
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Introduction

option. An online survey only reachethe portion of the
population who use the InternetTherefore further research will
be needed to obtain amore holistic representation of biblical
literacy in the church in South Africihe survey instrument was
designed andlelivered with the help of Supertron Technologies,
specialists in online surveyased researchSupertron was able to
deploy specialists in the fields of instrument design, online
delivery, and statistical analysis to aid the entire process.

We were consous that the decision to run an online survey
would result in a sample drawn exclusively from the segment of
the South African population with Internet acce$¥e exerted
considerable effort to solicit good responses from as many eross
sections of the chich as possible, including a variety of church
affiliations and denominations, as well as a broad cross section of
young and old respondents.

A team of eight peopfeworked on the questionnaire, which is
reproduced in full inAppendix A: The Questionnaioa page7’8.

1 Sections 1 and 2ZQuestions &9) solicit basic information
about the respondents, with special attention to their
church dfiliation and engagement.

1 Section 3(Questions 119) asks about their Bible reading
habits.

! Andre Parker (PhD Christopher Peppler (DTh), Reuben van Rensburg (DTh),
Kevin Smith (PhD), Zoltan Erdey (PhD), David Woods (MSc), Tawanda
Maenzenisa (MSocSci), and Jennifer Mason (DipBS).
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Introduction

1 Section 4 (Questions 2§21) probes their religious
experiences and personal convictioabout a variety of
doctrinal points.

1 Sections 5 and @Questions 2223) sought insight into the
extSyid (2 S6KAOK GKS NBalLRyRSy!
teachings to their daily lives.

Interpretation of the data

We encountered several challenges when interpreting the data
from the survey

1) We do not have a representatigample We hoped to secure a
sample of respondents that would be fairly representative of the
church in South Africa, but we did not achieve that gdaiir
sample isveightedtowards:

a) Gauteng and the Western Cape residents

b) PentecostalCharismatic Christians

c) Engish and Afrikaans speakewnd

d) Christians with a high level of church and Scripture
engagement

This requirs great cautionin drawing generalisations from the
data. For example, if there are significant differences in Scripture
engagement within a denomation from province to province,
our data will primarily reveal the situation in Gauteng and the
Western Cape. On all points, the results will be weighted towards
the views of Pentecostalharismatic respondents; a more
accurate picture requirelookingat the church groups separately
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Introduction

though in some casethe sample sizes ar¢oo small to be
statistically significant

2) We arerepresentingqualitative dataon a quantitative scale
Respondents were asked to give their opinions on a series of four
point scales. In each case, the response judged to reflect the most
LI2aAGAGS Sy3lF3IASYSyid 6AGK { ONR LI
FYR GKS fSFad LJ2aAa iFer@@ampesantide vy a S
aiFiSYSyis WwwS&adza Aa TFdzZte D2F
numerical values are assigned to responses:

strongly agree =4
agree =3
disagree =2
strongly disagree =1

This potentially allows us t@presentthe level of agreement with

a statement asn average(mean) The formula is to multiply the
number of response in each category by the numerical value
assigned to that category, and then divide by the total number of
NBalLlyaSad ¢KAA& LINRRdzOSa |y W
where 2.5 is the middle lin€Thus anything below 2.5 is weighted
towards disagreement,and anything above 2.5 is weighted
towards agreementThe weakness in this method is that such an

WL @SN 3S &a02NBQ Aa 2yfeé | 3ISYSN
2T (KS NhgrdeigeyitRiSligdg@ednent with a statement.
There is no ond¢o-one correspondence between the averagaed

the reality it represents.
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Introduction

In this report, we present the average scores on a variety of
points. However, we are aware that the averages can be quite
misleading. Therefore, the accompanying text explains any salient
points that might shed light on the averages.

3) We are dealing with a sample population from which we would
expect a high level of agreementhis is a survey of Christian
beliefs administered amongsChristian respondentsFurther
more, people whaesponded are most likely those committed in
their Christian faith.Therefore, we should expect a much higher
level of agreement than would be the case if random questions
were posted to neutral respondentslhis sometimesmakes it
difficult to judge whetler the feedback we have received on any
given question is encouraging or discouraging.

On a normal ¢4 scale, 2.5 would be an average scaaad 3.5
would be a high level of agreemertiowever, if we use a four
point scale to ask setfonfessed Christianwhether they believe
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and the average comes in at 2.5, we
should surely be dissatisfietlVe would hope that all Christians
would stronglyagree with that statement, hence we hope for an
average of 4.0if we were to asklOObelievers whether they agree

that Jesus Christ is the son of God, and téspondentswere to

return the following responsesyould we consideit goodor bad?

Jesus Christ is the Son of God

Strongly Agree 80
Agree 10
Disagree 5
Strongly Disagree 5
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Introduction

Using the formula described on padé, these responsesvould
return an average score of 3.65 on gdint scale.This would be
both encouraging and discouraging. On the one hand, we would
be encouraged that 80 per cent of the respontefirmly believe

the statement. On the other hand, we would be a little
disappointed that 10 per cent do not agree at all, and a further 10
per cent aresomewhatuncertain.

Throughout this survey, the average scores are between 3.0 and
4.0. In other words they are all in the region that would be
considered strong agreement on a normal survey. However, given
the nature of the questions and the composition of the
respondents we are asking committed Christians about their
level of agreement on Christian befst we constantly face the
question of whether scores between2and 38 NE WHe2 2 RQ
NBE3IdzZ F NI & FAYR 2dzZNESt @Sa aleéeay3
agreement on this point is encouraging, but we note with some
concern a meaningful minority whaida I 3 NB S @ Q
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Demographic Information

After duplicates were deleted, therevere 4151 respondents.
These were divided relatively evenly between mal&870 =47

per cen) and females (2181 = 5®er cen). The largest
concentrationof respondentsvasin the 30;59 age brackets, with
significant minorities in the 229 and 6@69 ranges, and small
numbers below 20 and over 70 (s€gurel). The prgortion of
male to female respondents remains constant across the various
agebrackets.

Figurel: Which age grouplo you fall into?

Younger than 13§ 0%
13-19
20-29
30-39 22%
40-49 22%
50-59 21%
60-69

70 and older 3%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Seventyone per cent of he respondentsare married,and 29 per
centare single.This is about what one would expect. Predictably,
in the under 30 age brackets, the proportion of unmarried
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Demographic Idrmation

respondents is significantly higher ah in the over 30 age
brackets.

The majority of the respondents were from two provinces:
Gauteng (2352 = 5Jer cent) and the Western Cape (826 = 2€r
cent). The remaining seven provinces thus accounted for only 23
per centof the respondentgseeFigure2). This means the suey
findings are skewed towards the beliefs and experiences of
Christians living in Gauteng and the Western Cape.

Figure2: In which province do you live?

Eastern Cape
Free State

Gauteng 57%

KwaZulu Natal
Limpopo

Mpumalanga
b 2 NI K

Northern Cape

Western Cape

0% 20% 40% 60%

This compares with the national population breakdqwas
reflected in the2011 Censuss indicated irFigure3.
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Demographic Information

Figure 3: The provincial distribution of our respondents in
comparisorwith the 2011 Census

m Our Survey 02011 Census

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%  50% 60%

Eastern Cape

Free State

Gauteng

KwaZulu Natal

]

Limpopo
Mpumalanga
North West

Northern Cape

Western Cape

At a glance, this shows that our survey data ovepresents
Gauteng and the Western Cape, marginally uaggresents the
Free State and the Northern Cape, and significantly under
represents the other provinces.

The overwhelming majority of respondents indiedt their
language as either English (2419 =p&8 cen) or Afrikaans (1416
= 34per cend; the remaining languages together constitute oély
per centof the responsesThis is disappointing for three reasons.
First, it skews the responses substantialbyvards Englishand

16



Demographic Information

Afrikaansspeaking South African&econd,we suspectthat the
language information does najive an accurate portrait of the
NBalLRYyRAY3I LRLMz I GA2yd Ly { 2dzic*
2FT0Sy 02y 2dz2NB QWeydssliSdhe @oportihgoK A G S
white respondents is high, but waoubt it is as high a82 per

cent We suspecthat many black respondents chose English as
their language, and the Afrikaans figures include a fair minority of
coloured respondents. Howevere have noway of knowing the
breakdown.Third, we wrongly assumed that the responses to the
language question would give us a helpful read on the racial
demographic of the respondents.

The most valuable division of the responses is by church
affiliation.

Figure4: The chuch | attend can be described as

Church Respondents
Other 984
Charismatic 921
Pentecostal 493
Dutch Reformed (NGK) 375
Baptist 374
Methodist 361
Anglican 121
Reformed 120
Rhema 91
Congregational 89

2l ONBlF1R2sy 2F (KS OKdZNDKSa NBLNBaSyl
Apperdix B on pagé&8.



Demographic Information

Church Respondents
Catholic 50
Presbyterian 48
Word of Faith 39
Oldor NewApostolic 31
Brethren 16
Lutheran 15
Wesleyan or Nazarene 13
African Independent (AIC) 10

Figure4 shows that our greatest drawing power was amongst
Pentecostal and Charismatic church membeks. a result, the
overall outcomes for all questions aneore representativeof the
PentecostalCharismatic respondents. We also had fairly good
representation from Dutch Reformed, Baptist, and Methodist
Christians, as well dsm Rhema (in proportion to the size of the
group), and moderate representation from Anglican and
PresbyteriarReformed beliegrs (other than the NGK)The
numbers for the other church groupings are statistically
insignificant.
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Demographic Information

Figure 5. The ecclesiastical distribution of our respondents in
comparisonwith the 2001 Censds

Church % of Our % in he 2001
Respondents Census
African Independent 0.2 15.3
Anglican 2.9 3.8
Baptist 9.0 15
Catholic 1.2 7.1
Lutheran 0.4 2.5
Methodist 8.7 7.4
Apostolié 0.7 12.5
NGK 9.0 6.7
Other 26.5 7.1
PentecostalCharismatic 37.1° 7.6
Presbyterian 1.2 1.9
Reformed 2.9 0.5

Figure 5 shows how the church representation in our survey
compares with the division of believers accordingthe 2001
Census.This comparison shows that Pentstal Charismatis,

3

unfortunate omission that we hope will be rectified for the next survey.

The 2011 Census did not include any questions about retigion

* In our survey, this refers to the Old Apostolic Church and the New Apostolic
KdzZNOK® ¢KS wnnm [/ Syadz
not know which churches or denominations are included under this label in the
Census.
® This includes the espondents who classified themselves as Other,
Congregational, Brethren, and Wesleyan or Nazarene.
® This category includes the respondents who identified themselves as

/

Pentecostal, Charismatic, Rhema, and Word of Faith.

19
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Demographic Information

and Baptists are proportionately owveepresented in our
population, whereas the Anglican, Methodist, NGK, and
PresbyteriarReformed churches are quite well represented
proportionately. The African Independent Churche<Catholics,
Lutherans,and Old or NewApostoliccommunities are seriously
underrepresented to the extent that no meaningful statements
can be made about them as a result of this survey

20



Churchinformation

Church Attendance

Figure6: On average | attend church services

More than once a week

Once a week 48%
Once a month
Twice a month

Only on special occasion

Never

0% 20% 40% 60%

Figure 6 (aboveg shows that the overwhelming majority of
respondents are regular churgjoers, with 8 per cent saying
they attend church once per week or mor€his figure shows
surprisingly little variation amongst church groupingstemains

above 65per cent for every church grouping

" The variables of gender and marital status have a slight influence on the
distribution of people who attend once versus twice per week. Male

respondents and unmarried respondents are both slightly more likely than
their female or married counterparts tatend twice per week.

21



Church Information

Age has an impact on the number of times per week respondents
attend church. In the 1819 and 2@29 age brackets, 83 per cent
attend church weekly, buin both cases more than half of those
attend more than once per weekFrom 30 onwards, the
percentage who attend weekly remains in the¢83 rangeandin

all cases people are more likely to attend once than twice (or
more). As age increases, there is a gradual shift towards attending
once only.

Bible Study Attendance

Figure7: | attend a weekly Bible study group

Always 38%
Often

Seldom

Never 25%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Figure 7 (above shows that 60 per cent of theespondents

W g2ANa@2TFISYyQ FGGSYR || gSS{fteé
remainsabove 50 per cent for all church groups, except for the
Catholic and théld or NewApostolicrespondents, both of which
have small sample sizeBased on our informahquiriesamongst
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Church Information

pastors, few churches have amany as 60 per cent of their
members in regular Bible study groups. The fact that 60 per cent
of our respondents are regular attendeet weekly Bible study
groups suggests the people who responded to our survey are,
generally speaking, more engaged with their church than the
average member.

Church Roles

Figure8: In my church, | have the following roles (chatikthat
apply to you)

Pastor

Priest

Apostle

Reverend

Elder

Deacon

Cell Group Leade

Bible Study Leader

Sunday School Teache
Member

Attendee (but not a member)

| do not attend church at all

] 12%

| 1%

| 1%

| 2%
R

] 6%
 Jsw
] 1%

r ] 11%

| 64%

13%

] 1%

0%

20% 40%

60%

80%
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Church Information

We can summaristhe data inFigure8 (above as bllows?

16 per cent arelergy’

54 per cent areniddle leadership®
64 per cent arenembers

13 per cent arattendees

1 per cent areonchurchgoers

= =4 =4 4 A

A higherthan-average proportion of the respondents appear to
be leaders in their churche3he fact that 16 per cent hold clergy
roles confirms this, and skews the averages towards people who
use the Bible vocationally This is less the case for female
respondents than for males, since 28 per cent of male
respondents occupy a clergy role, asncasted with only 7 per
cent of female respondents. These figures also show significant
variations amongst different church groupings, but we are unable
to tell much more than that there are a high number of clergy
amongst the respondents for each grongi®

® These figures do not add up to 100 per cent because respondents were free

to select more than one role. For example, a person might be and elder, a Bible
study leader, and a member.

We are grouping pastors, priests, apostles, i GSNBYy Ra & wOf S
Owe are grouping elders, deacons, agibup leaders, Biblstudy leaders, and
Sundayi OK22f GSFOKSNA |4 WYARRtES fSIRSNA
" The higher proportionof clergy amongst the maleespondents probably
explains why male respondents are more likely to attend church services more
than once a week.

2 For example, amongst th@ld or New Apostolicespondents, 10 per cent say

they are pastors, 16 per cent say they are priests, and 3cpat apostles.
However, we cannot tell whether these groups are overlapping or separate
60K2dza3K Al &aSSya dzytalSte Ylye g2dZR
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Church Information

Conclusion

This survey was completed mostly by people who have a high
level of church engagemerithis is apparent from these facts:

1) Church attendance: 95 per cent attend at least monthly;
83 per cent attend church weekly.

2) Bible study attendance: 75ep cent attend a Bible study
group; 60 per cent attend a Bible study group regularly.

3) Church roleswe have a high proportion of church leaders
amongst the respondents.

This suggests thadur survey results will represent a higher level
of biblical literacyand Scriptural engagemenhan characterises
South African Christianity in general.

FYR WLINARSaAaGaQouoe LT GKSe& INB O2YLX SGSTt
they arecompletely separate, then 29 per cent are clergy. We have no way of
distinguishing.
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Bible ReadingHabits

The next series of questions probed the respondetl

NEBIFIRAY3I KIFIoAdad 2SS gSNB

habits in terms of such things as in what format they read the
Bible, whether and how they use devotional aids, how often they

read, how much they read, and so on.

Format of Bible

Figure9: | prefer to

Listen to the
Bible being read
aloud

Read the Bible a

a printed book 82%

Read the Bible on
an electronic
device

13%

Watch someone
reading aloud
from the Bible

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

100%

Figure9 (above shows that 95 pecent of our respondents prefer

to read the Bible, as opposed to hearing or seeing it being read.
This obviously reflects a literate way of learning, and would no
doubt be much different if the same question were asked in an

26
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Bible Reading Habits

oral-learning context. What itteows is that people wheanread,
preferto read. The responses also show a strong preference for
reading the Bible asprinted book 82 per cent favour a book, and
only 13 per cent would rather read on an electronic device, such
as a computer, tablet, ophone. Since this was aanline survey,

we can reasonably assume that almost all the respondents have
the option of reading electronic BibleEhe marked preference for
printed Bibles is thus all the more noteworthy.

The preference for reading 4§ Age Prefer | Prefer
printed book is significantly print | e-book
affected by the variables of gender<13 69 % 23%

and agel.3 Males (17per cen) are | 13c19 73 % 12 %
almost twice as likely as females (90c29 78 % 17 %
per cen) to prefer reading on an 30c39 78% 16%
electronic device.Predictably, the| 40c49 82 9% 14 %
likelihood that that people prefer| 5oc59 | 88% 9%
reading a printed Biblencreases as 60c69 86 % 10%
their age increases. The youngef,n, 93% 4%
the believer, the more likely that h
or shewill prefer to read on an electronic device. We should not
overstate this, however, since all ages show a significant
preference for reading the Bible in pritit.

BeKS NBaLRYRSYy(iaQ OKIZNDOK FFFAELALIGAZY
the responses to this question.

1 we suspect this trend will change significantly over the ydargome,
especially as convenient reading devices suclsraartphones iPads, Tablet
computers, and éook readers become more commonplace.
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Bible Reading &bits
Bible Reading Aids

FigurelO: When | read the Bible, | normally use

My Bible and a
Commentary

My Bible and a
Daily Devotional

My Bible only 40%

Not Applicable

Only a Daily
Devotional

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

We wondered to what extent Bible readers re#tie Bible itself
and to what extent they depend on devotionals. Tlesponses in
FigurelO (above arepleasingMost respondent®ither read their
Bible only (40per cen) or their Bible in combination with a
commentary, which presumably would include a study Bible (33
per cen). Only 1 per cent read a devotionalithout a Bible
Women (34per cen) arealmosttwice as likely to make use of a
daily devotional thanare men (18 per cen). The differences
amongst church groups do not show any meaningful patterns, but
there is a clearpattern concerning age: the younger the
respondents, the more likely they are to read the Bible only; the
older the respondents, the more likely they are to use a
commentary or devotional in combination with the Bible.

28



Bible Reading Habits
Daily Reading

Figurell: | read my Bible

Daily 67%
Weekly

Seldom

Never

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Figurel2: When | read my Bible, | normally read

More than one

0
chapter 38%

One chapter 29%

More than one

0,
verse 30%

One verse :| 1%

Not applicable :| 2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
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Bible Reading Habits

The results irFigurell and Figurel2 (above surprised usWe did

not expectto find that 67 per cent ofespondentsread the Bible
daily, and 89 per cent rehit at least weekly. We also did not
expect that 67 per cent aespondentsread one 29 per cen) or
more (38per cen) chaptersat a sitting(seemingly per day)lt is
difficult to tell whether this indicates thamostly those who read
the Bible a lot took our survey, or whether Christians in general
read the Bible more than wevould have predictedWe suspect it

is a little of both.It is clear that the survey appealed mostly to
those who value the Scriptures, yet it still seems significant that so
many respondents have such a high level of Scripture
engagementThe male resporehts were significantly more likely
G2 NBIR WY2NB GKIy 2yS OKLF LW SN
suspecthe reason lies in the high proportion of clergy in the male
sample. The levels of Scripturengagement are positive for
respondents from almost athurch groupings.

There are, however, two observations on these data that concern
us. First, Figure13 (below) shows the percentage of respondents
in each age group who read the Bildaily. There is almosho
difference between age groups in terms of how muchythead at

a time, only in how often hey read.The trend is clear. the
younger the believer, the less likely he or she is to read the Bible
daily. Second, in celebrating the number who read large portions
of the Bible, we can easily overlook the fact tt&& per centof
those who read the Blb read less than a chapter per day,
probably not enough to develop a healthy knowledge of the Bible
(Figurel2). We encourage pastors to work to reverse these two
concening observations.
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Bible Reading Habits

Figurel3: Daily Bibleeading by age

100%
90%
80%

<13 13c19 20c29 30c39 40c49 50c59 60c69 70+

Family Devotions

Figurel4: As a family we read the Bible together

7 | |
Never 24%

1 |

Seldom 36%
1 |

Weekly 19%
1 |

Daily 21%
I I

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Figurel4 (above shows thatfamily Biblereading is not the norm
amongst believersAlthough a high proporon of the responding
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Bible Reading Habits

population reads the Bible regularly, few read as a family. Regular
Bible reading is, it seemsan individual activity Amongst
respondents in the 26P9 age bracket, onl\8 per cent read
together daily.Afrikaans respondents are sifnantly more likely

to read as a family than are English respondefiise church
needs to work hard to encourage and empower families to read
the Bible together.

Proportion of the Biblethat has been ead

Figurel5: | have read __ of the Old Testament

All 41%
Most

Some

Very little

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
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Bible Reading Habits

Figurel6: | have read ___ of the New Testament
All 57%
Most 31%
Some 10%
Very little :| 2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Figure 15 and Figure 16 (above are best considered together.
¢tKSe aK2g OGKIG Tvp LISNI OSyid 27
WY2alQoemameS YR yy LISNI OSyi
WY 2 & 0 QNe® Testanfer§If we dig deeper into the data, it
emerges that rale respondents have read more of the Bible than
female respondentsAmongst males47 per cent have read the
whole Old Testamentind 64 per cent the wholeéNew Testament

for females, the numbers arg@s and 50 per cent respectivelyT his
aligns with the fact that males are more likely than females to
read more than one chapter at a sitting (see pa&f®. The fact
that there were more clergy amongst the male respondents may
partially or even fully account for thagbservation
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Bible Reading Habits

Figurel7: | have read allromost of the Bible

EOTONT

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

940

Age plays a key rolgigurel?7, above. The older the responding
group, the more likely they are to have read alf most of the
Bible Two factors account for this. First, older believérave
generally had more time to read the Bibland thus have read
more of it. Second, the data show that older people rélael Bible
more regularly than younger people.

Figurel8 (below) shows thepercentage of respondenfsom each
OKdzNOK 3aANRdzLIAY 3 6K2 KI@ZS NBIR
(churchgroupingswith 35 or more respondentsyVe should point
out that the Presbyterian and Reformed groups have a high
proportion of clergy in the sample, approximately 35 pertcamd
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28 per cent respectively. Théentecostal and Charismatic
churches show the largest¥3 | bdédw@en reading theOld
Testamentand theNew Testamentthey seem to have a stronger
emphasis on thé&lew Testamenthan otherchurch groupings

Figurel8&L KIF @S NBIR WIHffQ 2N WwY2aic
Testament
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How | learned about the Bible

We wanted to know whichmediumshad the widest reach and
RSSLISad AYLI OGO 2y [/ KNR aRgurelga Q |
(belowyda K2ga GKS WFEGSNIFIS a02NBaQ 7
WL KIF @S f SouNsieSHblethroughX Qrhel numbers
themselvesare simply indicators focomparing the 12 ways of
learning with one anotherln other words, thefigure 3.54 for
WEASNX2ya G Yeé OiKdzed khe fack dhat A NN,
WA S NY 2wy O K dzMIRINB R Y dzO K th LA yAK SN Sii
(2.53)is significant, because it suggests that the preached Word is

a more influential means of learning the Bible than is surfing the
Internet.”

> For the technically minded, the actual figures are calculated using the
formula on paged 1.
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Figurel9: | have learned a lot about the Bililerough

2 2.5 3 3.5 4

b2 YIFGGSNI K2g GKS REFEGF FNB RAAS
FANRG YR WaSN)2ya Thisiconfifds the K dzNJ
important truth that the most effectiveway to learn about the

Bible is to read the Bible itsefhis is an important maeage for

the church to hearThe church should prioritise getting members

to have firsthand engagement with the Scriptureghe fact that
sermons consistently placed second surprised lushows that
preaching remains influentialWe noted earlier that rost
Christians believe that their pastors know the Bible well and teach

it faithfully. The response to this question shows that Christians
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believe what their pastors preach about the Biblhis is true
across all age groupings; even tiernet-generatian, which has
extensive access to information, beliswae preached WordThe
fact that preaching remains so influential istb comforting and
challenging: comforting in that the Lord still works through the
proclamation of the gospel, but challengifgpcause from the
experience we have with many churcheébe depth of biblical
expositionis not as high as we would like

The next threeY2ad Ay FtdzSyaAalrt FIF O02N
0221aQX W.A0fS addzRe INBPumiEeQ> |
order of these varies for different groupings of respondents.
Christian booksare influential forces on the beliefs of church
members. Do church leaders do enough to ensure thaeir

people know which books to read and which to avoilzmaH

scale survey byyoS 2F {1 ¢{Q t K5 OF yRARI
African pastors seldom read or screen the books that are sold in
GKSANI 26y OK dMiddhes anmoRrely] oBlirigiatis ¢
book vendorgo screen the biblical and theological content.

We were surprised tha’{ dzy R & { OK22f Q | yR W
as low as they didGiven that 68 per cent of respondents were
Wo2NYy Ayida2 | /KNRalGAlLlY K2YSQX A
the respondents had significant exposute Sunday School
ministry, yet Sunday $ool did notemerge as a major source of

Bible knowledge for mosthis would suggest that the Bible is not

a sufficient focus of Sunda$chool programmesDespite this

being an online survey, the Internet also failed to emerge as a key
method of gaining Ble knowledgelt seems that Christians are

not particularlyl LJG G2 Sy 3 3 S However,Yistehiigf S ¢
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02 WNB O2 NR SeRtured prandirierds ar@d these days
many of these are accessed online.

We assume the reason that Bible college attendance, television
broadcasts, and radio broadcasts scored so low relates more to
their reach than theipotential impact. Only a small proportion of
the Christian population access thesedia for learning the iBle.
They are potentially effective sources of knowledge, but they are
only used by a minority
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My Spiritual Beliefs and Experiences

Figure20: One or more of the following statemismapply to ne

Statement Yes
| believe in God 98%
| believe in Jesus 97 %
| am born again 92%
| am Spirifilled. 87 %
| have been baptised by immersion 70%
| have been bajsed. 42 %
| have been confirmed 48 %
| was born into a Christigiamily. 68 %
| am a good persan 51%

Belief in God andlesus

These statistics basically confirm that our responding population
are Christians who believe in God (@& cen) and in Jesus Christ
(97 per cen). Amongst the small number of respondents who do
not believe, there are naturally some who believe in God but do
not believe in Jesus. This presumably means people who believe
in God, but do not believe that Jesus is God. Surprisingly, there is a
minority who believe in Jesus, but not in God. Ble@misethese

are atheists or agnostics who believe Jesus was an historical
person. For almost each church grouping, there are some who do
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not believe in God. It seems likely these are people who were
raised in a prticular denomination and still identify their
historical faith asBaptis®@ Wa S (i 0@ $v 0@ évéh>though
they do not believe in God.

Born again

Ninety-two per cent of the respondents describe themselves as
Wo 2 N Ih averg ¢hQréh groupinghat had 35 or more
respondents, except for the Catholics, over 80 per cent of the
respondentsident! SR G KSY&aSt #Sa | a WwWo2Ny

Spirit-filled

Eightyseven per cent of the respondents describe themselves as

W{ LAMNRIGSRQP 2 S NB hasHifieretSuabckstini G |
different traditions. When sorted by church affiliation, the list
f221a YdzOK a4 2yS YA3IKEG SELISOG®
FYR W22NR 2F CIFIAGKQ NBGdzZNYy SR NB
Pentecostal and Charismatic respamds.

Figure2l: | am SpirHfilled

Church Responses Yes
African Independent 10 50%
Anglican 121 84%
Baptist 374 88%
Brethren 16 94%
Catholic 50 60%
Charismatic 921 94%
Congregational 89 82%
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Church Responses Yes
Lutheran 15 53%
Methodist 361 2%
Old or NewApostolic 31 74%
NGK 375 83%
Other 984 88%
Pentecostal 493 92%
Presbyterian 48 88%
Reformed 120 86 %
Rhema 91 82%
Wesleyan or Nazarene 13 92%
Word of Faith 39 7%

Baptism and confirmation

In total, 70 per cent of theespondents have beenbaptised by
immersion, 42 per cent baptised by sprinkling, and 48 per cent
have beenconfirmed.Figure22 (below) shows how these figures
break down by church grouping.

Figure22: | have been(a) baptised by immersion, (b) baptised by
sprinkling, (c) confirmed

7]

3 3 3 3

5 @ =~ =
Church =2 o = =

2 S = c

14 E n O
African Independent 10 50% 10% 20%
Anglican 121 40 % 65% 75%
Baptist 374 90% 26% 33%
Brethren 16 88% 25% 38%
Catholic 50 16% 76% 78%
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Church S © < =

3 c a 5

@ E n O
Charismatic 921 90% 31% 39%
Congregational 89 65% 37% 52%
Lutheran 15 27% 67% 80%
Methodist 361 34% 61% 76%
Old or NewApostolic 31 55% 48 % 73%
Dutch Reformed 375 19% 85% 52%
Other 984 7% 40% 45%
Pentecostal 493 91% 20% 28%
Presbyterian 48 50% 65% 7%
Reformed 120 33% 63% 59%
Rhema 91 78% 22% 32%
Wesleyaror Nazarene 13 77% 8% 54%
Word of Faith 39 72% 28% 36%

Born into a Christian family

Sixtyeight per cent of the respondentsere born into a Christian
family.

Figure23: | was born into a Christian family

Church Responses Score
Lutheran 15 93%
NGK 375 90%
Catholic 50 82%
Methodist 361 78%
Oldor NewApostolic 31 7%
Anglican 121 74%
Presbyterian 48 69%
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Church Responses Score
Reformed 120 69%
Congregational 89 67%
Other 984 67 %
Rhema 91 65%
Baptist 374 63%
Charismatic 921 62%
Wesleyan or Nazarene 13 62%
Word of Faith 39 62%
African Independent 10 60%
Pentecostal 493 57%
Brethren 16 50%

The data inFigure 23 probably do not shed any light on the
. A 0 fifey dugive Rsigft Into K | 6 A
how effectivelythe various church groupings are evangelising-non
Christians For example, since 43 per cent of the Pentecostal
respondents were not born to Christian families, it seems likely

NBaLR2yRSydaQ

that Pentecostal churchdsave a high proportionf converts

Goodperson

Fifty2 yS LISNJ OSyid 2F (GKS NBaLRyR
LISNE2Y QP ¢KS aidlaSYSyid 4l a Ay
GKAOK LIS2LX S dzyRSNAGIFYR (GKS

sinfulness, but we realise that the statementfigwed and may

not givel y

I OOdzNI G S

AYRAOL G A2ythis2 T

doctrine. Nevertheless, it does seem likely that it will give a rough
senseof the extent to which churches teach the doctrine of
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human sinfulness. The higher the proportion of respondents who
tend2 6 NRa | Wy2Q NBalLkRyasSs (KS
grouping has an emphasis on human sinfulness.

Figure24: 1 am a good person
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Figure 24 (above shows the responding patterns by church
grouping. It would be reasonable to think of8D as the neutral
zone. Church groupings with an average in the880range likely
do not emphasise the doctrine of human sinfulness, while those
in the 2@;40 range likely do emphasise it.
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My Beliefs about Scripture, Christ, and Salvation

Figure25: Averagescores for personal beliefs

2.8 3 32 34 36 38 4

The entire Bible is the Word of Got
There are no errors in the Bible
Jesus is fully God and fully ma

| am a sinner in need of salvatio
Jesus died for the forgiveness of sin
Adam and Eve were two real people
Jesus rose physically from the dea

Everything the Bible says is trug

Faith in Jesus is the only way to go
heaven.

David defeated the giant Goliath

Figure25 (above shows the average scores on a scale @f for
responses to a series of statements thatrevelesigned to probe

the extent to which the respondents holdlassicalevangelical
convictions regarding the Bible, Christ, and salvatiGm the

overall summaryin Figure25, we note a high level of agreement

with all of the statementswSYSYo0 SNE | &A02NB 27
GKAETS n  YSI ya THus theNe figaeds Show Siphls S Q¢
agreement with all statementsndicatinga conservative sample
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The statements with average scores below 3.80 show some
erosionof conviction amongst the respondents, thouge should

not make too much of the results far KS &Gl 46 SYSy i WL
Ay YySSR 2F altg@driaArzyQs aiyoOS NB
respect to human naturen general or their own sttus at present.

If we exclude that statement, the three lowest scoring statements

all reflect the fact that a minority of respondents harbour
uncertainty about the complete truthfulness of Scripture.
Although 91 per cent strongly agree that the Bible is Wiard of

God, only 69 per cent stronglggree that it is without errors;
although only 1 per cent disagree that the Bible is the Word of
God, 12 per centlisagree that it is without erroMVe realig that

GKS adlraSYSyidz We¢KSNB FNBE y2 SN
misinterpretation. A respondent might subscribe to the classical
evangelical doctrine oinerrancy, and yet choose to disagree on

the grounds that there are errors in transmissiamdatranslation.
However,we assumed thathe average respondent would take

the statement at face valuepnly respondents with advanced
theological training would be likely to reason this way (and they
g2dzd R LINBPOlFIot& NBO23yAa&eménfS Ay
Nevertheless, to protect against the possibility of the results for
0KS &adFraGSYSyd Io62dzi Wy2 SNNERNEC
O2NNRO62N}IGAYy3a adGdlraSySyiday W RIY
FYR WI9OPSNRBGOKAY3I GKS . AthidGubtsa | & &
about trustworthiness of the Biblewould quite likely harbour
doubts about these two statements tod.he fact that these two
aiFiSYSyia oSNB (KS t2gSaid aoz2n
Y2 SNNENHE cohnfirmditKaSthe. ldwostoeGor h Wy 2

47



Personal Convictions

S NNEZ N& Q isirélinble SivaSis/ ribt significantly skewed by
misinterpretation.

Thereare significant differences amongst groups of respondents,
so it will be worthwhile discussing each question.

Theentire Bible is theword of God

Ninety-eight per cent of the| Stronglyagree 91%
respondents agree with thig Agree 7%
statement, and the vast majority Disagree 1%
(91 per cen) strongly agree.| Strongly disagree 0%

Although there are some minor

variations amongst groups of respondents, the overall pattern
establishes that this survey was answered by people who believe
that the Bible is theWord of God. This is significant when
considering the respaes to some of the other statements.

There are no errors ithe Bible

It seems thatl2 per centdisagree | Strongly agree 69 %
and a further 18 per ceragreebut | Agree 18%
harbour some doubtsAlthough 87 | Disagree 10%
LISNJ OSyd 2F GKS | SuEnglydsagREyY o WI 3

that there are no errors in the

Biblet an encouraging response in many respedise pattern of
responses to this statement isomewhat different from the
NBalLlyasSa (G2 WiKS SyidANgslpedf S
OSyid WwailiNRy3fte | INWBROGod Bnlly®9 G K S
LISNJ OSy &G wadaNepy3afte |INBSRQ (KI(
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that for a good number, the two concepts are not synonymous;
they can simultaneously believe that the Biblehie Word of God,
while holding that it may or does contain errors.

We conside this a cause for concern. The responses to the survey
as a whole give us the impression that our respondents represent
Christians towards the conservative end of the spectrungse
who are active in church, hold classical evangelical convictions on
most topics, and almost unanimously agree that the Bible is the
Word of God.It is concerning thaBO per cent of these people
harbour doubts abouti KS & GF GSYSyd Wi ke NB
Aot SQ

If we examine this data by church affiliation, we find that almost
all churches are influenced by forces eroding confidence in the
complete trustworthinessof Scripture, but the inroads are
noticeably deeper amongst some groupings than oshEigure26
gives the raw data by church, afdgure27 graphically illustrates
the percentage of respondents in each church grouping who
believe that thereare errors in the Bible

Figure 26: Detailed breakdown of responses to the statement
WKSNBE IINBE y2 SNNRBNE Ay GKS . Aof

Strongly | Disagree| Agree | Strongly | Average

disagree Agree
Anglican 3% 21 % 20 % 56 % 3.28
Baptist 2% 5% 12 % 81 % 3.74
Catholic 10 % 34 % 22% 34 % 2.80
Charismatic 1% 7% 14 % 78 % 3.69
Congregational 0% 12 % 21% 67 % 3.56
Methodist 2% 20 % 28% 50 % 3.25
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Strongly | Disagree| Agree | Strongly | Average

disagree Agree
NGK 6 % 17 % 29 % 48% 3.19
Pentecostal 0% 6 % 16 % 78 % 3.72
Presbyterian 4% 19 % 25 % 52 % 3.25
Reformed 1% 13% 11% 75 % 3.60
Rhema 1% 7% 25% 67 % 3.58
Word of Faith 0% 8 % 10 % 82 % 3.74

Figure 27: Disagreed or strongly disagreed th#tii K SNB |
SNNENBR Ay GKS . A06fSQ
0% 10%  20%  30%  40%  50%
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Figure 27 (above shows a significant minority of Anglican,
Catholic, Dutch Reformed, Methodist, and Presbyterian
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respondentsbelieve that there are errors in the BiblBelief that

the Scriptures are without erroremains the strongest amongst
Baptist, Charismatic, Pentecostal, and Word ofhFRa@espondents.

We hypothesise a correlation between the theological training of
GKS Of SNBe@& YR GKS YSYothe\h Q
trustworthiness of Scripturdf this hypothesis is correct, it shows
that the beliefs of the seminary filter down toetpew.

Jesus isully God and fully man

Ninety-seven per cent of the| Strongly agree 89%
respondents agree thaegus is fully| Agree 8%
God and fully man, and there areDisagree 2%
high levels of agreement across alStrongly disagree 1%

church groupings. The strongest

agreement came from Presbyterian respondents with 100 per
OSyid I|aANBSYSyGs AyOf dzRA yhe daday LIS
suggest that whatever doubts respondents have about errors in

the Bible do not flow over into their belieg§ WS & dza Q& RA ¢
humanity.

| am asinnerin need of salvation

The aim of this questiorwas to | Strongly agree 83%
LINEOS (GKS NBaLagreeSy iaQ ©wo%{ AST
about their need for salvation and Disagree 4%
their inability to save themselves| Strongly disagree 3%

¢tKS o LISNI OSyid sK2 WYIFINBSR
WAGNRYy3Ite FaINBSRQ ¢2dzZ R aSSY :
cannot attach much significance to the 7 per cent who glisad,
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since it is possible that they answered the question with reference

to their present state as children of God. In other words, the
WRAAlI ANBSQ |yR WadNRy3afe RA&Ll AN
deny that the respondent believes he or she is a sirbnenature.

(This was a flaw in the formulation of the statement.)

Jesus died for théorgivenessof sins

This is as close to universalStrongly agree 95%
agreement as we could hope to get Agree 4%
with all churchgroupings showing| Disagree 0%
strong convictions about thig Strongly disagree 1%

statement.

Adam and Eve were two real people

This question was designed tpStrongly agree 83%
O2NNBO62N) (S NBE & Mg RSY (14 Q 12%IA S 5 ¢
regarding the historicaleliability of | Disagree 4%
the Scriptures. It probes whethef Strongly disagree 2%

exposure to the theory of evolution

hasdzy RSNYAYSR / KNRAaldAlyaqQ O2yFAR
Genesis account of creatioAlthough this is the statement with

the third lowest score, we are encouragétht 83 per cent remain
convincedin the historicity of Adam and Eve, and that 95 per cent

W 3.MEh8ugh the overall scores are pleasifggure28 shows

that some church groupingkave significant doubtabout the
historicity of Adam and EveRespondents from the Anglican,
Catholic, Dutch Reformed, Methodist, and Presbyterian
churches the same ones that had the lowest scores on the
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j dzSad A2y MNP MEQMYSY likely 3o harbour doubts
aboutAdam and Eve

Figure28: Adam and Eve were two real people
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Once again, given that two per centStrongly agree
2F (GKS NBaLRYyRSVAgke R2 Y 2
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FANBSYSyGo® 126 YAIKG S | 002dzyi
gKeé RAR (GKSe& OK22aS WHEHBRBESR AgH
they have some personal doubts that have not grown into mature
unbelief, or perhaps they interptehe resurrection spiritually.

Eerything the Bible says is true

These responses reflect a higher Strongly agree 84%
level of agreement than the Agree 11%
aGFGSYSyil WiKSNEBDisaghtd y2 ANNE NA
0KS . A0t SQx S @Sy Stindg® dizadfee A y1%i K S
of the surveyors, the two questions

are just two ways of saying the same thing. Perhaps a minority see

a subtle distinction, holidig that the Bible may contain technical
imperfections in mattes of science or history, yet speak truly on

all spiritual matters. This is supposition.

Faith in Jesuss the only way to go to heaven

We expected that postmodern Strongly agree 89%
thinking would have infiltrated the| Agree 7%
NEaLR2yRSyiGaQ oSfDis&geéd | 02 d2bs| WS 3
being the only means of salvation.Stronglydisagree 1%

The postmodern denial of absolute

truths and universal metaarratives militates against belief that
Jesus Christ is the Truth and tbely SaviourWe find the level of
agreement expressed encouragingigure 29 below shows the
proportion of minority disagreement by church groupings.
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Figure29: Disagred orstrongly disagreethat faith in Jesus is the
onlyway to go to heaven
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David defeated the Giant Goliath

This question was included to Strongly agree 88%
O2yTANYX NBALRYyRSAgea Q O2y FARSY
the historicity of Scripture. We | Disagree 0%
wondered whether many might Strongly disagree 1%

doubt the historicity of the creation
narrative, including Adam and Eve specifically, yet trust the other
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historical accounts inhie Bible. Almost all our respondents believe

in the historicity of the David and Goliath account, and therefore
Ffta2 2F 5 OARQa SEA&GSYlYSomé 6 KA (
liberal scholarg

Conclusion

The respondents hold classical evangelical beliefgarding the
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, including the human
need for salvation and the divine provision of salvation through
the gospel of Jesus Chrigtll church groupings expressed a high
level of agreement with all of the christologicaldasoteriological
statements.

2 KSy Al O2YSa G2 GKS NBaLRYyRSy
consensus weakensgspecially on the question of errors in the
Bible.Although the majority of respondents still believe the Word

of God is without error, a signiaiat minority harbour doubts
about it. The decline of the church in places where liberal
theology has undermined confidence in the veracity and authority

of Scripture most notably in Europeshould motivate church
leaders to allay any doubts believers mhagrbour about the
trustworthinessof Scripture.
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Figure30: Averages foguestions about personal convictions
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The data showsome significant variations amongst the church
groupings Figure30 (above shows the averages for this entire set
of questions on personal convictions, categoriseg thurch
grouping (35 or more respondentshe Baptist, Charismatic, and
Pentecostal respondents were consistently the most likely to
W3 i NRgyemivith the statementsof belief The Protestant
goups £ SFad tA{1Ste G2 wadNepy3afte
Methodists,and Dutch Reformed respondents.
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What is happening in church groupings that have the slightly
lower averages? We should remember that a score of 3.5 or
higher represents a high level of agreement; in other words, it is
y20i WI 0l Rs edad@d\iBeQanglidars iwhaaveraged
3.63, as an example. The 1ZInglican respondents generally
FANBS gA0K Fff GKS adrdisSySydaa:z
FANBSQ Aa 2SN 0KIy (KS Y&Iys
Wa i N2 y 3t 8 higRérthah BhéldBeam For example, on the
adlrasSySyid dGKIG WGKSNBE IINB y2 S
WaiNRy3Ifte INBSQ>X @mA WaiNE yHES R
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2SS | A1SR G2 |jdzSaiA 2y aQuesivba P2NRA Y
LINPOSR GKS NBAaLRYyRSytaQ o0StASTa
about certain everydajife questions (se&igure31). Question 23

LINE 6 SR (KS intkaiadao/seek yvisdo® from the

Bible on questions about daily lifseeFigure38).

Figure31: | believe that the Bible

is relevant for society toda

provides guidance for my decisio
making

forbids cohabitation

requires regular prayer

commands generous giving

addresses contemporary problem

forbids homosexual practices

supercedes culture and other religion
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Figure31 (above shows that the respondents have a high level of
agreementwith all eight statements presented. For the sample
population viewed as a whole, thédzY 6 SNJ 2 F WI BNB S ¢
above 90 pecent for all questionspn every questionmore than

Tn LISNI OSyd WwaadNery3dte FFINBSQo
responding population has retained strong biblical convictions on
guestions such as prayer, giving, and sexudiibpvever, there are

also someconcerning trends embedded within the responses.

Relevance

The respondents almost unani Strongly agree 90 %
mously agree that the Bible isAgree 9%
relevant. In fact, rather surprisingly, Disagree 1%
a higher percentage akspondents | Strongly disagree 0 %

(99 per cend) believe the Bible is

relevant to society than believe in God (B8r cen) or in Jesus
(97 per cen). The percentage of respondents who agree that the
Bible is relevant for society today remains in the h@fisfor all
church gropings.

Guidance

As with the previous question, this Strongly agree 83 %
one solicited almost universal Agree 15 %
agreament amongst the respon| Disagree 1%
dents, and that reality applies Strongly disagree 1%

across the church groupings. Even
amongstchurch groupingshat havelower levels of Bible reading
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and lower levels of trust in the truthfulness of the Scriptures, the
conviction remains that the Bible is the Word of God anffirs
D2RQ& 6AAR2Y FT2NJ RIHAf@& fAQGAYy3IOD

Cohabitatior'®

Amongst the eight statements in Strongly agree 72 %
this section, this oneeturned the | Agree 19 %
lowest score with an average dfDisagree 7%
3.61. It had the lowest number of Strongly disagree 2%

WEAGNRYy3Ite | IMBEQ NBaLRyaSa
cent), and the largest number dflisagre€responseg9 per cent)
Although most of the respondents still believe the Bibdebids
cohabitation, a dgnificant minority of the respondents either
disagree or doubt it. Thigs all the more significant as the
populationgenerally retaingraditional Christiarconvictions.

!® Cohabitation:the act of living together and having a sexual relationship
without being married.
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Figure32: The Biblgeaches that it is a sin for an unmarrieduple
to live together
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Although all church groupings still agree that the Bible forbids
cohabitaton6 o ' WIF IANB S QI | Figufe32$howsNe y 3
noteworthy differences in the strength of that bel in various
church groupings, an#ligure33 shows by church the percentage

of respondents who disagree with the statememespondents

from the Baptist, Charismatic, Pentecostal, and Rhema
persuasions expressette highest levels of agreemenft the

other end of the spectrum, a significant minoriy Methodist (16

per cend, Presbyterian (1per cen), Catholic (18 per centpnd

Dutch Reformed (1®er cen) respondents disagre¢hey do not
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believe thatcohabitationis forbidden in Scriptureln the case of
the Methodist and Dutch Reformed churchegje has an impact
Respondents in the 2389 age brackets are less likely to view
cohabitation as a sin than older respondents from the same
church group.The sample size for the Presbyterian and Catholic
respondents is too small to analyse by age brazket

Figure33: Disagreed or strongly disagreed that the Bitdaches
that it is a sin for an unmarried couple to live together
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Life Application 1

Prayer

There is little ofinterest here. The| Strongly agree 85 %
respondents share a conviction thatAgree 14 %
the Bible calls for them to pray Disagree 1%
regularly. Strongly disagree 0%
Giving

These figures are once againStrongly agree 76
encouraging since 96 per cent of Agree 20
respondents agree that thé&/ord of | Disagree 3
God calls for generous givirfgigure | Strongly disagree 1

34 (below) shows the percentage of

NBaLR2yRSyda Ay SIFOK OKdzNOK 3INEZ
generous giving is biblical imperative.We suspect that those

gK2 OK2aS wadNey3afte F3aNBSQ | NB
generously.lt would be interesting to know whether there is a
positive or negative correlation between a church preaching
GAOKAY3 YR GKS YSYOSNBQ O2y@A0
survey did not probe this.
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Life Application 1

Figure 34: Strongly agree thathe Bible commands me to give
generously to the work of God
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Modern problems

This confirms the dominant view Strongly agree 80
that the Bible is relevant for today Agree 18
and contains guidance for conten] Disagree 1
porary problems 98 per cent of| Strongly disagree 1

respondents agree that the Bible
addresses contemporary problems.
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Life Application 1

Homosexuality

We are encouraged that the Strongly agree 79
homosexuality debate has notAgree 14
made deeper inroads into the Disagree 5
beliefs of Christians than this. OnlyStrongly disagree 2

7 per cent of respondents believe

that the Bibledoes notcondemn homosexuality. A further 14 per

cent appear tothink the Bible conémns being in a homosexual
relationship, though theidecisiony 2 & (12 OK22a$S Wi
probably denotes a easure of uncertainty.

However, this statement shows significant variations amongst
church groupinggFigure35). Since the church groups that have

the most conservative views on the questio(Baptiss,
Charismatis, and Pentecostad) constitute a large proportion of

the overall samplethe mean is heavily weighted towards the
WAGNRY3Jte | AINBSQ GASGLRAYID | 24
LINE LJ2 NI AstRoyigly B K 2 | SHNB B DarledpheEs Ssonie

dzy OSNI | A y i §uitehigh WIF INBSQ A a

66



Life Application 1

Figure 35. The Bibleteaches that it is a sino engage in a
homosexual relationship
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All church groups generally agree that Scripture condemns
K2Y2aSEdz- t AGé 6o I Wrha NEebSddres n
for the Dutch Reformed and Methodist respondents, both of
which have good sample sizes, suggest a growotgptance of
homosexuality in those denominations This is significant,
especially since the respondents from these churches haversh
that they hold reasonably conservative convictions regarding the
Bible. It is certainly noteworthy that 17 per cent of Methodist and
15 per cent of Dutch Reformed respondents disagree that
homosexual practices are prohibited by Scripture, and a further
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Life Application 1

23¢25 per cent in each grougre somewhat unsure that the Bible
prohibits homosexuality. We also note that Baptist, Charismatic,
and Pentecostal respondents almost unanimously believe that the
Bible forbids homosexual practices.

Figure36: Disagreed or strongly disagreed that the Bitdaches
that it is a sin to engage in a homosexual relationship
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Life Application 1

Religious practices

The purpose of this question was tpStrongly agree 79
probe the extent to which | Agree 16
Christians believe that the BibleDisagree 4
makes exclusive claims upon theirStrongly disagree 1

religious loyalty, and should

supersede cultural norms and practices when the two are in
conflict. We recognise, however, the statement has a highan-
average potential for dierse interpretations, which may skew the
findings somewhat. Therefore, we shall refrain from drawing
conclusions. The data by church group is presenteHigure37
(below). The reader is free to draw his or her own conclusions.
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Life Application 1

Figure 37: The Biblerequires me to abandon all religious and
cultural practiceghat contradict its teachings
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Conclusion

The data show that the respondents hold the Bible in high esteem
as the Word of God that is relevant and authoritative for their
daily lives. There is a high level of agreement that the Bible
provides relevant guidance concerning modern problems, and the
majority of respondents seem motivated to live according to its
teachings. Few Christians doubt that prayer and generous giving
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Life Application 1

are biblical imperatives, or that commitment to the teachings of
Scripture should supersede loyalty to cultural norms and values.

When it comes to the two questions about sexuality, we can see
worldliness creeping into the church. The majority of respondent

still believe that the Word of God forbids cohabitation and
homosexual practices, but the influence of forces such as the
sexual revolution, promiscuous media, and homosexual debate is
felt in eventhe most conservative churches. We take heart that
Y2aid 2F GKS NBaLRyRSyida NBYIF A
standards of purity on these controversial matters. However, we
note this wih concern: even in our conservative sample
population,I AAIYATFAOIYG YAYy2NAR(Ge y?2
teaching that God intended sexual intimacy to be limited to the
bond of heterosexual marriage.
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Life Application 2

The purpose of Question 23 was to gain some indication of how
actively and intentionally believers seek to live their daily lives

o0l aSR 2y D2 R GiswilNad@Biddoniin Bis” WodF
Because some of the topics would be irrelevant to some
respondents,; Wy 23 F LI AOFof SOKSR LIWK 2§
I LILIX AOFo6f SQ NBaLkyasSa | NE SEOf
shownin Figure38 (below).

Figure38: ! SNI 3S a @uehNGSthe Bibl2 Mhert!l have
guestions abou®
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Life Application 2

In Figure38x o [ Wdza dzl f f &h@ respghBes showl W
GKFG GKS YF22NARGe 2F NBaLRyRSyl
their lives on the teachings of Scripture regarding questions of
dailylife. The data reveahat believers are statistically more likely

to turn to Scripture for answers to questions about relationships
(marriage, parenting, and relationship problems) and life plans.
These items returned the highest scores for almost allranu
groupsand across all age brackefdhe two items that consistently
NBGdzZN)y SR GKS t2¢gSaiG a02NBahisg SNE
is true for almost all susets of the data, and suggests that
believers are less likely to seek biblical guidance wét$pect to

their sexuality and their stewardship of material resources than
they are on many other daHlfe questions.

Figure39: Responses for 'l turn to the Bible when | have questions
I 62 dzil Q

Never Seldom Usually Always
Plans 2% 9% 34% 55%
Career 2% 13% 36 % 49 %
Parenting 2% 9% 30 % 59 %
Relationships 2% 10 % 33 % 55 %
Money 3% 17 % 35 % 45 %
Sex 9% 21 % 26 % 44 %
Marriage 2% 9% 30 % 59 %
Selfimage 4% 13 % 30 % 53 %
Work 3% 13 % 35% 49 %

Figure39 (above gives an idea of the range of response across
these nine tems!’ Parenting and rarriageare the two on which

Yt SNDSy Gl 3Sa F2N GKS NBaLkRyasS wyz2id | L
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Life Application 2

respondents are most likely to turn to the Bible for guidance. The
table shows that 89 per cent of respondents say that they usually
or always turn to the Bible for guidance regarding their marriages
and their children while only 11 per cent seldom or never do so.
With respect to sexpnly 70 per cent usually or always consult
Scripture while 30 per cent seldom or never do so.
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Summary

The objective of the survey was to gain insight into the extent to
which Christiansread, know, and believe the BiblEor practical
reasons, an online survey was chosen. In total, 4151 people
responded. The follow statements seem to characterise the
majority of respondents:

1 They are predominantly English and Afrikaans speakers,
mostly from Gauteng and the Western Cape.

1 They represent a broad crosection of churches and
denominations, although the number of Pentecostal,
Charismatic, and Baptist respondent higher than their
national representation.

1 They are Christians with a high level of church and
Scripture engagement.

Our survey appealed mostly to Christians who are deeply
committed to their faith in Christ, actively engaged with their local
church, and regular readers of the BibléMany are Christian
leaders. As a result, the level of biblical knowledge and
engagement reflected in the survey is likely higher than the norm
in South African church.

In general, the responses show a high level of comntinto
read the Bible as the Word of God and live by its teachifbs
positive belief in and commitment to the Scriptures suraae
the responses to every questioft shows that the believers who
respondedread, know, and believe the Bible, and thheir level
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Summary

of biblical literacy is highethan we expected The following
results illustrate this encouraging observation:

1 Eightythree per cent attend church weekly and 60 per
cent regularly attend a Bible study group.

1 Sixty seven per cent read the Bildaily, and 67 per cent
read one or more chapters at a sitting.

1 Seventyfive per cent have read all or most of the Old
Testament, and 88 per cent all or most of the New
Testament.

1 Christians learn most about the Bible by reading the Bible
itself.

1 Ninety-eight per cent believe thathe entire Bible is the
Word of God, 99 per cent thatlesus died for the
forgiveness of sinsand 96 per cent that faith in Jesus
Christ is the only way to go to heaven.

1 Ninety-eight per cent believe that the Bible is relevant for
today, and addresses the problems modern people face.

The figures abovere about asencouraging as we could have
hoped, especially because they remain similarly posfoveall the
church groupingsWe rejoice in this.

However, there are also some tremdn the data that should
concernus aschurch leadersand motivate us to act. Here are
some of the data we find concerning:

1 The younger a believer is, the less likely he or she is to read
the Bible every dafFigurel3, page3l).
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Summary

1 Only 21 per cent of Christian families read the Bible
together every day, and in the 209 age brackethe
figure drops toB per cent Figurel4, page3l).

1 Thirty per cent of rgpondents are not certain that the
Bible is without error, and a statistically significant minority
believe that there are errors in {Figure27, pages0).

1 Believers are less likely to search the Scriptures for
guidance regarding matters of agality than they are
regarding other issues in their daily livédsgure38, page
72).

1 In many church groupings, there is a statistically significant
minority who disagree that the Bibleprohibits (a)
cohabitation Figure 33, page 63) and (b) homosexual
practices Figure36, page68).

The fact that these concerns are present amongst our
respondents, who have a high level of overall biblical literacy,
probably means that they are even more prevalent amongst the
Christiancommunity as a whole.

In conclusion, we pray that the Lord will use this report to
stimulate reflection and action that bears much fruit in the
kingdom of God. We also hope that it will serve as a point of
departure for further research, especially amongsertions of the
Christian community in South African which were not well
represented in the present study.
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Appendix A:The Questionnaire

Introduction

Thank you for taking part in this important survey on Biblical
Literacy m South Africa.

Honestly sharing your views will enable the church to understand
the role the Bible plays in the daily lives of ordinary Christians in
South Africa.

We appreciate your timeand want to assure you that your
answers will be treated in the mttest confidence by an
independent research company. The research team at the South
African Theological Seminary will only see the aggregated
adF0AaGA0AT GKSe gAtt y244 ass

We shall share the results with the churat across South Africa,
both in free publications and through feedback sessions with
church leaders.

/| £tA01 2y aySEGE G2 adl NI GKS &dz
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Appendix A: The Questionnaire

Demographic Information

1. Which age grouplo you fall into?
Younger than 13

1319

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60-69

70and older

= =4 4 4 4 48 -5 -1

2. Please select your gender
1 Female
1 Male

3. In which province do you live?
1 Gauteng

Limpopo

Eastern Cape

Western Cape

Northern Cape

KwaZuluNatal

North West Province

Mpumalanga

Free State

= =4 4 4 -5 8 -5 -9
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Appendix A: The Questionnaire

4. At home | mostly speak
1 Afrikaans

English

Ndebele

Northem Sotho

Sotho

Swati

Tsonga

Tswana

Venda

Xhosa

Zulu

Other, please specify

= =4 4 -4 4 8 -5 48 -5 95 2

5. My marital status is
M1 Married
T Unmarried

Church Information

6. The church | attend can be described asa ___ (If you are not
sure or your church is not on the list, please choase i K S N |
type the name of church and,applicable, the denomination).
1 African Independent Churcle.g.ZCC)
Anglican Church
Baptist Church
Brethren Church
Catholic or Orthodox Church
Charismatic Church

= =4 4 4
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AppendixA: The Questionnaire

Congregational Church
Lutheran Church

Methodist Giwurch

Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk
Old or NewApostolic Church
Pentecostal Church
Presbyterian Church
Reformed Church

Rhema Church

Wesleyan or Nazarene Church
Word of Faith Church

Other, please specify

=4 =4 4 -4 4 -4 -4 45 -5 2 -2 -9

7. On &erage | attend church services
more thanonce a week

once a week

twice a month

once a month

only on special occasions
never

= =4 4 -4 A 2

8. In my church, | have the following roles (check all that apply to
you)

Pastor

Priest

Apostle

Reverend

Elder

Deacon

=4 =4 =4 4 A4 -
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Appendix A: The Questionnaire

Cell Group Leader

Bible Study Leader

unday School Teacher
Member

Attendee (but not a member)
| do not attend church at all

= =4 4 -4 4 2

9. At my churchX (Respondents are asked to select on-point
scale: strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree.)

1 my minister knows the bible well

1 my minider's sermons are bibleased

1 the bible is taught well

1 most people refer to a bible during sermons

Bible Reading Habits

10.1 have a Bible
I Yes
1 No

11.1 prefer to
1 read the Bible as a printed book
i1 read the Bible on an electronic device
1 listen to the Bibldeing read aloud
1 watch someone reading aloud from the Bible

82



Appendix A: The Questionnaire

12. Whenl read the Bible | normally use
1 my bible and a commentary

my bible only

my bible and a daily devotional

only a daily devotional

not applicable

= =4 4 A

13.1 read my Bible
1 daily
weekly
seldom
never

= =4 =

14. Whenl read my Bible | usually read
1 more than one chapter

1 one chapter

1 more than one verse

1 one verse

1

not applicable

15. As a fanily we read the Bible together
1 daily
1 weekly
1 seldom
T never
1

not applicable
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Appendix A: The Questionnaire

16. I think that | haveead __ of the Ol@lestament
T all

1 most

1 some

1 very little

17. 1think that | have read __ of the Néastament.
T all

1 most

1 some

1 very little

18. | atend a weekly Bible study group
1 always

i1 often

1 seldom

1 never

19. | have learned a lot about the Bible through (Respondents are
asked to rate each one on apbint scale: strongly agree, agree,
disagree, strongly disagree.)
i reading theBible
sermons at my church
recorded sermons
Internet
television
radio
Bible study groups
Bible college

= =4 4 A4 a8 A8 -9
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Appendix A: The Questionnaire

Sundayschool
Christianbooks

friends andfamily

religious education at school

Personal Convictions

20. One or more of the following statements apply t@ rfcheck
all that apply to you)

T

=4 =4 4 4 4 A4 -5 2

| believe in God

| believe in Jesus

| am born again

| am Spiriffilled

| have been baptised by immersion
| have been baptised by sprinkling
| have been confirmed

| was born into a Christian family

| am a good person

21.1 believe that(Respondents are asked to rate each one on a 4
point scale: strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree.)

T

= =4 4 4 -4 2

The entireBible is the inspired Word of God.
There are no errors in the Bible.

Jesus is fully God and fully man.

| am a sinner in need of salvation.

Jesus died for the forgiveness of sins.
Adam and Eve were two real people.
Jesus rose physically from the dead.
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Appendix A: The Questionnaire

Everything the Bible says is true.
Faith in Jesus is the only way to go to heaven.
David defeated the giant Goliath.

Life Applicationl

22. The Bibl&X (Respondents are asked to rate each one on a 4
point scale: strongly agree, agree, disagree, stronglggiee.)

1
1
1

= =4 =4 4

is relevant for society today

provides guidance for my daily decisioraking

teaches that it is a sin for an unmarried couple to live
together

requires me to pray regularly

commands me to give generously to the work of God
addresseshe problemsmodern people face

teaches that it is a sin to engage in a homosexual
relationship

requires me to abandon all religious and cultural practices
that contradict its teachings

Life Application 2

23. | turn to the Bible for guidance when | have questions &bou
(Respondents are asked to rate each one on-poit scale:
strongly agree, agree, disagree, strongly disagree.)

T

T
)l
il

plans for my life

my career

raising children
relationship problems
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Appendix A: The Questionnaire

using my money

sex

marriage

my selfimage

problems at work or school
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l LIWSYRAE .Y WhiKSND

Nine hundred and eightf 2 dzNJ NBalLl2y RSy ia OKz2.
church affiliation and specified itWe attempted to classify them

based on our knowledge of the churches and denominations they
mentioned.Figure40 shows our classification.

Figure40: Classificion ofthe 984NB 4 L2 Y RSy (14 6 K2 (
as their church affiliation

Type of Church Percentage
Charismatic 32.4%
Pentecostal 21.6 %
Unclassified 10.4 %
Evangelical 6.0 %
No Church 5.8%
Reformed 4.2 %
House Church 3.5%
Salvation Army 3.1%
Church of England SA 2.8%
Baptist 2.6 %
Seventh Day Adventist 22%
Congregational 15%
Messianic 1.2%
Internet or TV 0.7%
Methodist 0.6 %
Wesleyan or Nazarene 0.6 %
Not Christian 0.5%
Anglican 0.2%
Catholic 0.1%
GreekOrthodox 0.1%
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 LIWSYRAE .Y WhiKk

When we could not hazard a reasonable guess as to the type of
OKdzNOK:Z ¢S fA&a0SR AG a WdzyOf I 2
G2NYy 0S06SSy WOKINRAYFGAOQ FyR
churches known to be conservative in their attitude towsrd

& LIA N 0 dzl f IATGa Fa WwWS@lFy3asSt Aol
WOK I NAGERSG NBTOXME = WOKIE NAaYFGAOQ |
denotes anevangelicathurch with some measure of openness to

the charismatic gifts of the Spirit.
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